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Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority
in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)
He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will
they not both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher,
but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher.
Luke 6:39-40 (NIV)
A true disciple of Jesus…
1. Obeys Jesus’ Word (Teachings).
So Jesus was saying to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you
abide in My word [continually obeying My teachings and living in
accordance with them, then] you are truly My disciples.
John 8:31 (AMP)
But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.
Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the
word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror.
24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.
25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free,
and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then
God will bless you for doing it.
James 1:22-25 (NLT)
“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my
Father in heaven will enter. 22 On judgment day many will say to
me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons
in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ 23 But I
will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break
God’s laws.’ 24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is
wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock.
Matthew 7:21-24 (NLT)

2. Loves Other Disciples.
So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other.
Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love
for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”
John 13:34-35 (NLT)
3. Consistently Produces Visible Fruit.
Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me,
and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can
do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away
like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into
a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain
in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!
8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This
brings great glory to my Father.
John 15:5-8 (NLT)
Note: Disciples of Jesus produce endless fruit.
A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce
good fruit. 44 A tree is identified by its fruit. Figs are never gathered
from thornbushes, and grapes are not picked from bramble bushes.
45 A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good
heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of
an evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart.
Luke 6:43-45 (NLT)
4. Lives a Life of Sacrifice.
A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to
them, 26 “If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison,
hate everyone else—your father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you
cannot be my disciple. 27 And if you do not carry your own cross
and follow me, you cannot be my disciple.
Luke 14:25-27 (NLT)
Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower,
you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and
follow me. 24 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if
you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 25 And what do
you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or
destroyed?
Luke 9:23-25 (NLT)

